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16. 11. 2012 In this clip from "Spark: A Nice Girl Can Win the
Lottery", Mary, a housewife who lives with her husband in the
Detroit metropolitan area, is taking a nap on a hot summer day. She
awakens to discover she has won $1,000,000. She grabs her lottery
ticket, goes outside, waves at the delivery man, goes to her car, and
drives back to her house. At the house, she calls her husband, Pete,
who announces to the audience that he is wearing a "flip-flop" pair of
shoes, making it impossible for him to drive away with his lottery
prize. Mary greets her husband, who quickly runs back to his home to
get his shoes. Mary then expresses her thanks to Jesus for the
winnings. She tells her children that they can have anything they want
and runs off to her car to drive it around the block. Shortly thereafter,
Mary opens her family's refrigerator and exclaims, "Oh, my God!
What's the Matter with my Refrigerator?" and pulls out a miniature
version of herself who lives inside. Mary scolds her and remarks that
she 1s so much smarter than that. The family's dialogue sounds as if it
1s reacting to Mary's prize win; for example, "Oh, my God! What's
the Matter with my...?" is repeated several times. A scene from
"Spark: A Nice Girl Can Win the Lottery", a short film by Karen
Karow that won Best Editing at the 2008 Sundance Film Festival.
The Detroit area has declared a "Day of Mourning" to commemorate
the death of a local woman who is a victim of homicide. Mourners
are also organizing a peaceful march against police brutality and the
deaths of several other black citizens in the area. In the midst of this
tense political climate, police chief Daryl Bullock is refusing to
announce the results of an investigation into the homicide of 21-year-
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old Lisa Travis. Detectives are refusing to comment on the case,
though several of them are seen at the coffins of fellow police
officers who were killed in similar circumstances recently. Mary
instead opts for a more joyful approach in celebrating her fortune.
She invites her friends to her house to share her winnings and to
celebrate the American dream. After awarding her $1,000 to each of

her friends, she gives the remaining $9,000 to her mother.
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