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procedures (SOPs) and best practices are often implemented to provide a security and efficiency
enhancing function. For example, SOPs, in combination with some form of identity confirmation, may
allow a user to access a secure site with a reduced number of user credentials. For example, a user
may be authenticated by indicating a static password, entering a “strong” password, answering a
security question, submitting a biometric such as a fingerprint or retinal scan, or providing a text
message/SMS. However, many of these conventional identity confirmation systems (e.g., single
factor identity confirmation systems) provide a relatively weak form of user authentication. For

example, SOPs and best practices may allow a user to access a secure site, such as a financial site,
with a single static password. In such an embodiment, when the user tries to access the financial

site, an authentication server receives a request for access to the secure site and access is
permitted based on the static password only. Such a system could potentially be breached due to a
user's password being discovered by a third party, or even through a user reusing passwords, and

thus, would likely be unreliable. In addition, in conventional systems, a user may provide a biometric
that would be difficult to reproduce, such as a fingerprint or retinal scan. However, such biometric
systems are often too expensive to be deployed in all sites that require security; and, in addition,

such systems are not always reliable in determining whether a user is the user the system is
intended to recognize.If you've been watching the news over the past week, you might have noticed

a fairly dramatic shift in the technology market. Microsoft's Windows Phone 7 phone platform has
given a serious boost to Android's numbers at a critical moment. And now we're seeing that help
extend to iOS and RIM's BlackBerry, as well. Announced today, sales of Apple's new iPhone have

rocketed past
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