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nodules that become the dominant nodule after
surgery, most (31.8%) of these cases were not

clinically relevant. The majority of patients (91.5%)
responded to CTAP without surgery, and the non-

responder rate is comparable to previous reports.[@B
3][@B4][@B5][@B6][@B7][@B8][@B9][@B10][@B11][

@B12] The difference in non-responder rate may
depend on each institution's approach to patient

selection. However, the procedures are very simple
and only require a CTAP; thus, the difference is not
expected to be significant. There are various factors
that may affect the non-response. The cut-off values

of the radiological response to distinguish non-
responder and responder are diverse, possibly due to

the difference in patient
background.[@B4][@B5][@B7][@B9] While an initial
decline of 50% or greater is considered the cut-off

value for a radiological response, the same value has
not been used in all studies. According to Manno et

al.,[@B11] a non-responder to CTAP could be
considered when the nodule size exceeds 5 mm and

the increment of the lesion size is > 25%. The
response rate in our study is within the range of that
reported previously. The majority (88.8%) of patients
with multiple stage tumors maintained their response

after surgical debulking. In contrast, there was a
decrease in non-responders after CTAP in those with

solitary stage tumors. The reason for this difference is
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unclear; however, the initial response to CTAP may be
maintained after surgery. Therefore, the final
response to CTAP can be predicted by using

radiologically acceptable cut-off values. 5ec8ef588b
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