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The walkout comes a day after the agency’s own
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rolling up their sleeves at its executive office in
Rensselaer. Representatives of the Communication
Workers of America Local 1442, which represents
DCF’s employees, said the agency’s workforce is

understaffed and working in a system that does not
fully support accountability. “The workers want to be

able to hold the agency accountable,” said Chris
Brennan, a WC-1442 organizer. “We want the

department to stop making excuses. We’re the only
government agency that is basically unaccountable.”

The workers, who are mainly secretaries and
administrative support staff, walked out about 9 a.m.

after breakfast. They were joined by the union’s
executive director, Tim Millar. The walkout was timed

to coincide with last Friday’s public hearing of the
House Finance Committee on the Capital Region jobs

bill, which would give DCF some of its requested
budget. The employees, who numbered about 25, told
the News-Times outside the executive office that they

were protesting what they said are poor wages,
subpar benefits and the lack of training and

opportunities for advancement. The union says the
workers are paid “less than $10 per hour.” DCF did not

immediately respond to a request for comment. The
workers are seeking a raise in pay and better benefits,
and are fighting the agency’s claim that they have not
been considered for merit raises. Several workers said

they’ve seen pay raises in the 2 to 3 percent range,
while supervisors are given 6 percent and senior

managers 14 percent. Ronin Johnson, one of the union
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leaders, said they believe they are entitled to the
same pay as other state employees. “We want more

money and more benefits,” Johnson said. �
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outcomes before the beginning of the follow-up period,
our association study could show overestimation of the
association. Fourth, the findings of the present study

can only be considered generalizable for the Japanese
population because the patients were recruited from a

single hospital. In conclusion
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